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Anecdotes & Scripture Notes for all occasions
PERFECT EYESIGHT

- Trust

A man went to his doctor, very upset about his health. “What’s your problem?” asked the doctor. “It’s terrible!” said the patient.
“When I look in the mirror every morning, I see thinning hair, sagging jowls, crooked teeth, and bloodshot eyes. I’m a mess! What is
it?” “I really don’t know,” said the doctor, “But the good news is, your eyesight is perfect.”

REFLECTION
Reality doesn’t always match our hopes and dreams. Consider St. Joseph. He had a problem: Mary was
pregnant, and he wasn’t the father, but God led him through another door and, although what lay beyond it
was still invisible. Joseph trusted God thoroughly and walked through that door. What lay beyond was Jesus.
Imagine being a part of Jesus’ life even before he took his first breath. Imagine watching over him and being his
guide as he developed into a young man. It was more than Joseph would ever have hoped for. But none of it
would have happened, if he had said no to God’s invitation and refused to enter into the great unknown.
Instead, Joseph trusted God’s message. Mathew tells us that “when Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
Angel of the Lord commanded him, he took (Mary) as his wife” (Mathew 1:24).
Sent by— His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera
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My dear Fathers, Sisters & Brothers,
Time passes amidst uncertainty due to the fast spreading of Covid19. While we
rely on the guidance of the experts and health care workers, let us continuously
pray to the Heavenly Father, who is all powerful to redeem us from this

pandemic, because it has gone beyond the control of human power. We believe as followers of Jesus Christ that
nothing is impossible to God. Let us also ask the Lord to send His Holy Spirit upon all those who are committed
day and night to find a lasting medical solution to eradicate this menace from the face of the earth. It is also our
responsibility as pastors to encourage our faithful in the best possible means to pray unceasingly at this decisive
moment in the history of our country and the world.
One of the most affected groups are the children. They do not receive the systematic education at the right age
in their lives. This will affect their intellectual and physical growth. It will be detrimental to the country as well
the Church. On-line teaching is only a partial substitute to confront the prevailing situation. We hear via media

already the consequences of using the smart phone by the children and the young adults. The diocese will have
to concentrate on the children and the youth in the coming years. Let us put our heads together soon, and plan
well the pastoral strategies.
The 4th death anniversary of Bishop Raymond Peiris is on Wednesday 29th September. Kindly celebrate the mass
for the repose of his soul.
If there had been any special occasions or interventions in your parishes, institutions and the convents, kindly
inform the diocesan archivist Fr. Eymard Fernando, so that he may record them in the codex historicus for future
references.
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka decided to organize a Prayer campaign island wide in the month of
October. The purpose is to pray for our country in this time of difficult health crisis. Bishop Anton Ranjith, the
Auxiliary Bishop of Colombo together with a small committee will organize the program. Once the program is
finalized, I will be able to give you all the details. Let us pray together as members of the Sri Lankan Church in
deep faith, so that the Divine intervention may bring our people back to normal life.
Thank you & may God bless you!

+ Harold Anthony Perera
Catholic Bishop of Kurunegala
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Christ’s Cross : The Visible Sign of An Invisible Crown!
(Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross – 14th of September)

In some societies in the world, there are certain numbers, figures, signs and gestures
that are taken to be associated with good and bad luck. But as Christians, we believe
that God has not created anything bad or to be cursed upon! “And God saw
everything that he had made, and behold it was ‘very good’! ...” (Gen. 1:31) ̶
(ְ בֹוט ְבֹואמ- tov meod) in Hebrew, of course, after the creation of man! Here we
have to be clear as to all the good and bad that happens to human beings does not
take place without the knowledge of the Almighty. Human history has been programmed by God and man is given the right or authority to find and opt for Him and
Him alone among his choices in all matters related to human life.
Therefore, in the midst of this major misfortune one may think of in this present
time, which is the disastrous deadly outbreak of COVID-19 too, we need to humbly
submit ourselves to the Holy Will of God Almighty in Whom we ought to place all
our trust and confidence in a child-like manner!
The most negative word one may think of today in this present scenario is
‘POSITIVE’ – to be ‘positive’ for COVID-19 is actually pregnant with ‘negative’
meaning!
Looking at the COVID-19 pandemic, we find numerous stories in both the Old, as
well as, the New Testaments that reveal that there is theological meaning behind
plague, pestilence and pandemic.
There are, at least, three possibilities behind every calamity of this nature.
Therefore, the present pandemic could also be a Divine Blessing, a Divine
Punishment or a Divine Test!

Very few people today would see this viral pandemic as a blessing! How could the
exponential increases in global deaths and illness be a blessing? How could the
overflowing hospitals and exhausted and broken healthcare professionals be a
blessing? How could the economic devastation experienced by all, especially by the
poor, the vulnerable and the marginalized, be a blessing? It is difficult to see all these as a blessing. Yet, it would not surprise us
believers, if God will reveal the blessings that He can realize in and through the devastating tragedy of human suffering and death.
Many of those who saw the Humiliating Death of Jesus on the Cross on Good Friday might never have even dreamt of a
Glorious Resurrection that was to take place on Easter Sunday Morning!
On the other hand, could this pandemic be a punishment? There are many who put forward such suggestions too. However, both the
Testaments clearly indicate that God Our Loving Father can lovingly chastise His sons and daughters through plague, pestilence and
pandemic. More recently, Our Heavenly Mother spoke about a Divine Chastisement, when She appeared at Fatima in Portugal in the
year 1917. So, it is not unreasonable to understand this pandemic in this sense too. Why would God chastise His people? He does this
in order to correct us, so that we may flourish more joyfully and more lovingly in the way He wishes us to live. It is a sign of a
Father’s love. May be God is not changing the situation to our advantage, because He is taking the advantage of changing us through
the situation!
Thirdly, the possibility of understanding this pandemic as a test also cannot be entirely ruled out. For that matter, every cross we face
in our life is a test. It is a call to fidelity. It is a call to love mor e, especially to love and ser ve God and our neighbour mor e and
more, even when it is difficult, stressful and anxiety-ridden.
So how should we respond to this present pandemic, when we realize that it can be both a punishment and a test, also with
the hope that we may one day see it as a blessing? This is to be done by understanding the problem of suffer ing within the context of the Role of Christ’s Cross, as we pay our special attention to the Holy Cross of Christ along with the Feast of the Exaltation of
the Holy Cross which falls on the 14th of September.
The Role of Christ’s Cross amidst the Problem of Suffering
Sin, suffering, and death are almost as old as the human history. From the beginning of time, after the fall, man has stood in need of
redemption. The fall of Adam and Eve caused a grievous blow on our human nature and wounded it terribly – but did not completely
destroy or disfigure it. On account of this original disobedience, sin and death became part of our world, and we were unable to enter
Heaven. The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that because of the fall, “Adam and Eve transmitted to their descendants
human nature wounded by their own first sin and hence deprived of original holiness and justice” (C.C.C. 417). Even though
sin and death entered the world through original sin, God, in His grace and mercy, promised a Redeemer. Ultimately, the beauty of
the Christian story is that Jesus on the Cross would fulfil that promise and reconcile man with God.
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Through the Sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross, man is brought back
into friendship with His Creator and is thereby redeemed. By
having a spotless human nature and dying upon the Cross, Jesus
took humanity’s fallen state and raised it up to something even
greater (cf. C.C.C. 412). It does not, however, end there. This time
of the pandemic is an appropriate time to reflect on how we are
called to willingly embrace our own crosses as Jesus embraced
His.
How do we then understand suffering? Jesus’ death on the Cross
gives meaning to suffering. Jesus helps us understand suffering
because “He did not come to suppress suffering all at once, nor
to explain it, nor to justify it. He came to assume it and to
transform it” (Suffering by Louis Evely, translated by Marie-Claude Thompson, pg. 69).
We can understand the true meaning of suffering only by recognizing the supreme love of God, Who, for us, “gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16).
For Pope St. John Paul II, the above Scripture passage introduces Christians “into the very heart of God’s salvific work …
Salvation means redemption from evil, and for this reason it is closely bound up with the problem of suffering … God gives
His Son to the world to free man from evil, which bears within itself the definitive and absolute perspective on
suffering” (Salvifici Doloris by John Paul II, No.14).
By Jesus’ death upon the Cross, He transformed suffering from something previously solely associated with sin and evil into the
means for man’s salvation and eternal glory.
Did Jesus not die on the Cross to take away pain and suffering in its totality? Why then is suffering still necessary? Well, we still live
in a fallen world and still experience the effects thereof - which include sin and suffering. But, Jesus allows us to assist in a
mysterious way in the Redemption that He procured by His Cross. St. Paul reminds us that suffer ing is not optional: “I
rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions…” (Col. 1:24).
Also, as Pope St. John Paul II further explains, “In the Cross of Christ not only is the redemption accomplished through
suffering, but also human suffering itself has been redeemed” (Salvifici Doloris by John Paul II, No.19).Therefore, every
Christian “is also called to share in that suffering through which the redemption was accomplished … In bringing about our
redemption through suffering, Christ has also elevated human suffering. That means that each man, in his suffering, can also
become a sharer in the redemptive suffering of Christ” (Salvifici Doloris by John Paul II, No.19). Because of the one Sacrifice of
Calvary, we who are united to Jesus in Baptism can unite all our sufferings with His Sacrifice on the Cross to be an acceptable
offering to the Almighty Father.
Our daily cross also is significant and integral to Christian life, because as Christians we are called to imitate Jesus. This imitation
necessarily involves sharing in His Cross. The suffering on the Cross is the ultimate model for the Christian to imitate Jesus and draw
closer to God through His grace because the Cross of Christ is the prototype of how to love. Jesus suffered and carried His Cross and
ultimately laid down His life on it. So, when difficulties and trials draw near, we can respond to them, not out of fear, but with a
certain kind of love, since we are being given the opportunity to imitate Our Saviour and Lord Jesus in this way. Jesus commands His
followers, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Mk. 8:34). St. Peter also
reminds us that, “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his
steps” (1 Pet. 2:21).

God seemed absent as Jesus suffered on the Cross, but He was truly present there. The Father did not stop loving His Son,
but the Father, with His Son, loved us, even to the point of death. Also today, we too may not sense the presence of God in our
present suffering, or see any meaning or value behind it. But the promise of Psalm 22 and the reassurance of Jesus’ example is that,
God is there, here and now, in the midst of this wounded and broken situation. He is still trustworthy, and we can surely rely on Him.
Let us firmly believe that God would set all things right in and through Jesus for sure!
Therefore, the hope of God’s hand at work in the midst of this weaponized disease too gives our suffering true meaning and
meritorious value, just as it demonstrates the meaning and value of Jesus’ suffering!
Finally, let us also pay attention to the fact that God’s plans will not be thwarted (cf. Ps. 22:27-28). God is taking this wor ld
somewhere in and through this biological warfare; Jesus’ words in the Book of Revelation start ringing in our ears: “Behold, I make
all things new” (Rev. 21:5). This plan will not be destroyed. The Cross seemed like a defeat, like the end of hope, but actually it was
only a beginning. The end itself has become the beginning! This shocking paradox in the heart of Christianity reminds us that
although our present grief may seem hopeless as well, yet we may find God in the present state of this suffering in extraordinarily
different, miraculous and new ways. If we truly remain faithful in Christ, then we also will have the same basis for hope in the
victory, come what may, as Jesus had in the Glorious Resurrection, when He Himself too desperately felt being abandoned by His
Loving Father!!!

Rev. Fr. Eymard Fernando
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September - 13

September
September -- 18
18

Monthly Recollection & Presbyteral
Meeting

St Joseph Vaz Minor Seminary Feast
Millawa

September - 18 & 19

September
September -- 18
19

Life Education—Post A/L

National Catechetical Daly

September - 20

September
September --18
25

SCCs Training Programme

National Catechists’ Examination

September - 25

September
September -- 18
26

Diocesan Pastoral Council

International Migrants Day

September 29

04th Death Anniversary of Most Rev. Dr. Raymond Peiris

Kuliyapitiya Deanery
Church

Saint

Date

Dunakadeniya

Polgahagara

Our Lady of Good Heath

05.09.2021

Katupotha

Katupotha

Our Lady of Refuge

12.09.2021

Pannala

Bammanna

Holy Cross

12.09.2021

Udubaddawa

Udubaddawa

St. John of Arc

19.09.2021

Nalawalana

Nalawalana

St. Michael the Archangel

26.09.2021

Parish

Kurunegala Deanery
Church

Saint

Date

Maho

Polpithigama

Queen of Peace

12.09.2021

Dambadeniya

Dambadeniya

Queen of the Apostle‘s

12.09.2021

Mawathagama

Mawathagama

Our Lady of Sorrows

12.09.2021

Malpitiya

Kohilegedara

St. Michael the Archangel

19.09.2021

Dambadeniya

Metiyagane

St. Philip Neri

26.09.2021

Galgamuwa

Ambanpola

St. Michael the Archangel

29.09.2021

Parish
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Eight Main Line Churches
Accepted by the
Catholic Church

The feast of the
Exaltation of the
Holy Cross

1. Church of Ceylon / Anglican Church

Feast 14th of September

2. Lanka Presbytery Church
3. Baptist Church
4. Dutch Reformed Church
5. Methodist Church
6. South Indian Church
7. Greek Orthodox Church
8. Salvation Army
Sent by the Bishop’s Office
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Birthdays - Rev. Fathers
05th of September 11th of September 14th of September 15th of September 16th of September 18th of September 21st of September 23rd of September 24th of September -

Rev. Fr. Jamika Sumedha Perera
Rev. Fr. Sudath Thissera
Rev. Fr. Reginald Fernando (
Rev. Fr. Jerome Perera
Rev. Fr. Jude Dassanayake
Rev. Fr. Terence Kannangara
Rev. Fr. Gomi Divakara Fernando
Rev. Fr. Linus Kurukula Arachchi
Rev. Fr. Gerald V. Fernando

Ordination Anniversaries
01th of September 03th of September 03th of September 06th of September 07th of September 07th of September 05th of September 09th of September 11th of September 11th of September 11th of September -

Rev. Fr. Chandana Happuarachchi
Rev. Fr. Anthony Christy Kumara
Rev. Fr. Patric Rathugama
Rev. Fr. Rohan W. Fernando
Rev. Fr. Sidney R. Liyanage
Rev. Fr. Placidus de Silva
Rev. Fr. Milroy Francis
Very Rev. Fr. Nalin Fernando
Rev. Fr. Ajith Rohan Fernando
Rev. Fr. Bruno Gamini
Rev. Fr. Upul Silva

Birthdays - Rev. Sisters and Brothers
06th of September 08th of September 08th of September 16th of September 17th of September 22nd of September 23rd of September 23rd of September 24th of September 26th of September -

Rev. Sr. Concy Perera (Salvatorian Sisters—Bamunawala)
Rev. Sr. Mary Bridget (Holy Angles—Karagahagedara)
Rev. Bro. Roshan Dias (De La Salle Brothers—Kurunegala)
Rev. Bro. Sithum Fonseka (Jesuit Religious Training Center)
Rev. Sr. Therese Upakaram (Sisters of Providence–Irabadagama)
Rev. Sr. Emi Philomena (Sisters of Mary immaculate—Mawathagama)
Rev. Sr. Margaret Wijerathne (Sisters of the Cross– Bingiriya)
Rev. Sr. Margeretmary Hamy (Salvatorian—Ambanpola)
Rev. Sr. Maria Allan (Apostolic Carmel—Polgahawela)
Rev. Sr. Ursula Jayakody (Holy Family—Nikaweratiya)

Death Anniversary
29th of September
Most Rev. Dr. Raymond Peiris
1st Bishop of Kurunegala
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