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Confirmation at Wellawa.
18 candidates from the Parish of Wellawa received the Sacrament of Confirmation from His
Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of Kurunegala at St. Francis
Xavier’s Church, Wellawa on 11th April 2021. After a period of one year, these candidates
were spiritually prepared to receive the Sacrament worthily. Rev. Fr. Upul Silva, the Parish
Priest of Wellawa and the Parish Pastoral Council had organized the event meaningfully.
Rev. Fr. Kapila Manjula, Secretary to the Bishop also joined the occasion.
Confirmation at Solewewa.
After a successful preparation, eight students from the Parish of Solewawa received the
Sacrament of Confirmation from His Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera,
the Bishop of Kurunegala at St. Sebastian’s Church, Solewewa on 18th April 2021. Rev. Fr.
Ajith Rohan Fernando, the Parish Priest and the Parish Pastoral Council had made all the
arrangements for a meaningful celebration. Rev. Fr. Kapila Manjula, Secretary to the
Bishop also took part in the event.
2nd Anniversary of the Easter Sunday Attack
The main commemoration programme of the second anniversary of the Easter Attack
was held on 21st April 2021 at St. Anne’s Cathedral Kurunegala. With the Holy Mass,
presided over by His Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of
Kurenegala, the day’s proceedings commenced. Ringing of the funeral bells and the
observation of silence were followed by a religious ceremony attended by different
religious communities. Rev. Thero. Weerapokune Sumangala, the Chief Incumbent of
Ethkanda Rajamaha Viharaya, Dilhaj Mawlavi, the Principal of Al Mina College, Pushparaja
Kurukal of Kurunegala Kovil, Rt. Rev. Keerthi Sri Fernando, the Bishop of Anglican
Community at Kurunegala delivered the discourses at the programme. Under the
directions of His Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of
Kurunegala the commemoration ceremony was organized and finally His Lordship
thanked all the participants for their valuable presence. Very Rev. Fr. Piyal Janaka
Fernando, the Vicar General, Rev. Fr. Kapila Manjula, Secretary to the Bishop also
participated in the ceremony. Mr. Thushara Sanjeewa, Mayor of Kurunegala took part in
the commemor ation. Rev. Fr. Placidus de Silva, the Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Himishka
Roshan, the Asst. Parish Priest of Kurunegala and Janasetha Sedec had made all the
arrangements for a meaningful ceremony.
Priestly Ordination – 2021.
Rev. Deacons Ruchira Nuwan, Damitha Sri Lal, Nalinda Lanka Sri and Chamika Pushpamal
were ordained priests by His Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop
of Kurunegala on 24th April 2021 at St. Anne’s Cathedral, Kurunegala. Newly ordained priests
celebrated their First Masses in their respective churches on 25 th April. A warm welcome to
the priestly family of Kurunegala.
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My dear Fathers, Sisters & Brothers,
The month of May dawned with lot of anxiety and tension due to the fast
spreading of Corona virus in the country. Yet we know this month is dedicated to
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the Church. Therefore, let us pray
the rosary unceasingly during this month specially to seek her intercession to
protect our country and every citizen, at this moment of health crisis. No prayer
will be unanswered. Mother Mary had always been with us during the times of
danger and war. Kindly promote the family rosary in the best possible way, as
most of the family members are at home due to limited movements.
We are still in the Year of St. Joseph, the Protector of the Universal Church. Although we had the intention of
celebrating the feast of St. Joseph at Kuliyapitiya, Wariyapola, Udapola and Nagollagama, but due to the
prevailing situation, all the celebrations were cancelled or postponed. In our lives we have experienced the
loving care of St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus. We shall seek his intervention for the safety of people in all
continents. Nothing is impossible to God.
Congregational gatherings are not allowed in the church and only individuals are permitted to go to the church
to pray. Let us abide by the health guidelines as they are introduced for the wellbeing of all citizens of our
country. As a part of the pastoral ministry, take an interest to motivate the people to abide by these directives,
since they are for the common good. These directives are often changed. It is better to follow the news in order
to be updated. In case of doubt, contact the nearest health authority and the Police.
All of us experienced the power of prayer as we concluded the Priestly ordination of our four new priests
without any difficulty. While thanking the Almighty for His benevolence, I also thank all those who actively
involved and those worked hard behind the curtain and all those who promptly responded to my emergency
meetings to make it a prayerful and successful ordination service. The diocese extends a warm welcome to Fr.
Ruchira Nuwan, Fr. Damitha Sri Lal, Fr. Nalinda Lanka and Fr. Pushpamal Fernando. I invite you to accompany
them on their journey of priesthood. The newly ordained will begin their public ministry from 08 May 2021.
th

The main commemoration of the 2 anniversary of the Easter Sunday Attack was held in St. Ann’s Cathedral,
Kurunegala. I thank Frs. Piyal Janaka, Thusitha Priyanga, Placidus Silva, Himishka Fernando and Sr. Thusari
Fernando for the well-organized commemoration ceremony. I also thank all of you for organizing this event at
the parish level and all those who took part in the Katuwapitiya ceremony. It was not a march of protest from
Negombo to Katuwapitiya, but I believe that it was the public manifestation of our unity and display of our work
of evangelization.
nd

The monthly recollection and the presbyteral meeting in the month of May will not be held as scheduled. There
is now opportunity for personal prayer and reflection.
Stay safe and pray for one another.
Thank you & God bless you!

+ Harold Anthony Perera
Catholic Bishop of Kurunegala
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Month of Mary
The month of May (Overview - Calendar) is the "month which the
piety of the faithful has especially dedicated to Our Blessed Lady," and it is the
occasion for a "moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in every part
of the world [pay] to the Queen of Heaven. During this month Christians, both
in church and in the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an
especially fervent and loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this month,
too, the benefits of God's mercy come down to us from her throne in greater
abundance" (Paul VI: Encyclical on the Month of May, no. 1).
This Christian custom of dedicating the month of May to the Blessed
Virgin arose at the end of the 13th century. In this way, the Church was able to
Christianize the secular feasts which were wont to take place at that time. In the
16th century, books appeared and fostered this devotion.
The practice became especially popular among the members of the Jesuit Order
— by 1700 it took hold among their students at the Roman College and a bit
later it was publicly practiced in the Gesu Church in Rome. From there it spread
to the whole Church.
The practice was granted a partial indulgence by Pius VII in 1815 and a plenary
indulgence by Pius IX in 1859. With the complete revision of indulgences in
1966 and the decreased emphasis on specific indulgences, it no longer carries
an indulgence; however it certainly falls within the category of the First General Grant of Indulgences. (A partial indulgence is
granted to the faithful who, in the performance of their duties and in bearing the trials of life, raise their mind with humble
confidence to God, adding — even if only mentally — some pious invocation.
Excerpted from Enchiridion of Indulgences.

The Month of Mary and the Popes
The pious practice of honoring Mary during the month of May has been especially recommended by the Popes. Pius
XII made frequent reference to it and in his great Encyclical on the Sacred Liturgy (Mediator Dei) characterized it as one of
"other exercises of piety which although not strictly belonging to the Sacred Liturgy, are nevertheless of special import and
dignity, and may be considered in a certain way to be an addition to the liturgical cult: they have been approved and praised
over and over again by the Apostolic See and by the Bishops" (no. 182).
Paul VI wrote a short encyclical in 1965 using the Month of Mary devotion as a means of obtaining prayers for peace.
He urged the faithful to make use of this practice which is "gladdening and consoling" and by which the Blessed Virgin Mary
is honored and the Christian people are enriched with spiritual gifts" (no. 2).
In May of 2002 Pope John Paul II said, "Today we begin the month dedicated to Our Lady a favourite of popular devotion. In
accord with a long-standing tradition of devotion, parishes and families continue to make the month of May a 'Marian' month,
celebrating it with many devout liturgical, catechetical and pastoral initiatives!"

Devotion to Mary
The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of the Church and therefore the example, as well as the guide and inspiration,
of everyone who, in and through the Church, seeks to be the servant of God and man and the obedient agent of the promptings
of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit, as Pope Leo XIII reminded us, is the soul of the Church: All the activity and service of the members of the
Church, beginning with the supreme participation of the Blessed Mother in the work of the Church, is vivified by the Holy
Spirit as the body, in all its activities, is vivified by its soul. The Holy Spirit is the Paraclete, Advocate, and Comforter which
Christ Himself sent to be our consolation in the sorrowful mysteries of life, our source of moderation in the joyful mysteries of
life, our added principle of exaltation in the glorious mysteries of life.
So He was for the Blessed Mother; so also He is for the least of us; so also He is for the rest of the Church, even for
those who are its unconscious but conscientious members.
Wherever there is faith there is the example of Mary, because she lived by faith as the Scriptures remind us....
If, then, piety is the virtue which binds us to the sources of all life, to God, to our parents, to the Church, to Christ, certainly
Christian piety binds us, in grateful love, to Mary — or our acceptance of Christ and of the mystery of our kinship with Him is
imperfect, partial, and unfulfilled.
— Cardinal John Wright
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Pope: Mary a woman of prayer and model for our prayer
Humble of heart
He recalled her in her youth, “the young girl of Nazareth wrapped in silence, in dialogue with God, who would soon entrust
her with a mission. “Although she was already full of grace and immaculate from the moment she was conceived, the Pope
said, she knew nothing “of her surprising and extraordinary vocation and the stormy sea she will have to cross.” One thing is
certain,” he said. “Mary belongs to a great host of the humble of heart whom the official historians never include in their
books, but whom God used to prepare for the coming of His Son.”

Waiting for God’s will
Pope Francis went on to describe how Mary waited for God to take the reins of her path and guide her, and how she prepared,
with great docility, “the grand events in which God takes part in the world. “The Catechism, he said, recalls her constant and
caring presence in the benevolent design of the Father throughout the course of Jesus’s life. Mary was praying, Pope Francis
recalled, when the Archangel Gabriel brought his message to her in Nazareth: “Her small yet immense ‘Here I am,’ made all
of creation jump for joy at that moment”. He said that trusting obedience was preceded throughout salvation history by many
other trusting obedience, by so many people who were open to God’s will.

An attitude of openness
Pope Francis said there is no better way to pray than to place oneself in an attitude of openness: “Lord, what You want, when
You want, and how You want”. He said that this attitude allows many believers to face reality without getting upset when
their days are filled with problems, “knowing that in humble love offered in each situation, we become instruments of God’s
grace.” Prayer, the Pope said, “knows how to calm restlessness, knows how to transform it into availability.

Prayerful acceptance
He recalled the many moments of tremendous trial endured by the Virgin Mary and of how she was accompanied by prayer in
every moment of her life, and in every moment of Jesus’ life, right up to His death and resurrection. “If in prayer we
understand that each day given by God is a call, our hearts will then widen and we will accept everything. We will learn how
to say: ‘What You want, Lord. Promise me only that You will be present every step of my way,’” he said.

A splendid pearl
Saint Luke tells us that Mary “treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart,” he continued, explaining,
“Everything ends up in her heart so that it might pass through the sieve of prayer and be transfigured by it.” The Mother keeps
everything and brings it to her dialogue with God, Pope Francis concluded: “Someone has compared Mary’s heart to a pearl
of incomparable splendour, formed and smoothed by patient acceptance of God’s will through the mysteries of Jesus
meditated on in prayer. How beautiful it would be if we too could be a bit like our Mother!”
Pope Francis – On General Audience

Vatican adds Seven Invocations to the Litany of St. Joseph
1. Guardian of the Redeemer
2. Servant of Christ
3. Minister of Salvation
4. Support in Difficulties
5. Patron of Refugees
6. Patron of the Afflicted
7. Patron of the Poor
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Bulletin Announcements….
May - 01

May - 08

Workers’ Day

Catechists’ Retreat
Kuliyapitiya Deanery

May - 15

May - 16

Catechists’ Retreat
Kurunegala Deanery

World Communication Day

May - 22

May - 23

Diocesan Pastoral Council - Kuliyapitiya

Pentecost Sunday

May - 29
Vespers - Kurunegala

May - 30
May Feast - Kurunegala

Kuliyapitiya Deanery
Parish

Church

Saint

Date

Katupotha

Wariyapola

St. Joseph

01.05.2021

Dummalasooriya

Siyambalagasruppa

Christ The Savior

02.05.2021

Kuliyapitiya

Kuliyapitiya

St. Joseph

02.05.2021

Walpitagama

Yayamulla

Our Lady of Fatima

09.05.2021

Hettipola

Mada Inna

O.L. of Prepetual Help

09.05.2021

Kuliyapitiya

Unaleeya

Our Lady of Fatima

16.05.2021

Kadawalagedara

Gomugomuwa

Risen Christ

16.05.2021

Daraluwa

Ganankete

St. Isidore

16.05.2021

Kattimahana

Henegedara

Queen of Peace

30.05.2021

Mandakondana

Horagassagara

Good Shepherd

30.05.2021

Kurunegala Deanery
Parish

Church

Saint

Date

Polgahawela

Udapola

St. Joseph

01.05.2021

Maho

Nagollagama

St. Joseph

09.05.2021

Millawa

Handurukkanda

Our Lady of Lourdes

09.05.2021

Galgamuwa

Peella

Our Lady of Fatima

13.05.2021

Hiripitiya

Galweheragama

St. Joseph

16.05.2021

Malkaduwawa

Malkaduwawa

Our Lady of Fatima

16.05.2021

Kurunegala

Kurunegala

May Feast

30.05.2021
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Anecdotes & Scripture Notes for All Occasions

TAKING TO WATER

- Discipleship

A Newfoundland dog living with a family in a fishing village was famous for having saved for three persons from
drowning on three separate occasions. This particular dog was very fond of the water, and he considered any
disinclination to it in other dogs as an insult to the species. If another dog was left on the wharf by its owner with
the hope that it would follow the boat across the narrow harbour, and if it stood barking and unwilling to take the
water, the old Newfoundland dog would go down to him, and with a satirical growl, as if in mockery, take him by
the back of the neck, and throw him into the water.

REFLECTION
Like the reluctant dogs needing a shove, we likewise need others to press us into
service at times. Althoug reluctant at first, with a little boost we just might get the
hang of it and wonder why we hadn’t moved outside our comfort zone sooner,
especially tending to the work of God. To stretch ourselves for God, when there is
no such thought as “I’ve done enough,” we must become prayerful, reflective, and
go into our own kind of desert place and rest while in the presence of God. As Jesus
counseled the Apostles, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and
rest a while.” (Mark 6:31)
Sent by - His Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera

2nd Anniversary of the Easter Sunday Attack 21.04.2021
Commemoration in Parish Levels.

KURUNEGALA

HIRIPITIYA

MALKADUWAWA

PANNALA

DUNAKADENIYA
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A Tribute to Our Loving Mother
in Her Month of May!
M
O
T
H
E
R

other Mary the Incomparable Model of True Discipleship,

M
A
R
Y

eekness and simplicity of life were Her treasured jewels,

utdid all the followers who won God’s friendship!
ears and swords became part and parcel of that sacrificial life,
aving challenges and hardships as a continuous strife!
yes always fixed on the Face of the Mighty One,
esponding positively so that His Will alone was done!

nd an ardent desire to fulfil God’s Will too forever prevails!
eady offering of Self to the full continued all Her days,
earning to be pure and spotless at all times in all possible ways!

Rev. Fr. Eymard Fernando

Birthdays - Rev. Fathers
05th of May
06th of May
10th of May
11th of May
24th of May
26th of May
29th of May
30th of May

-

Rev. Fr. Anil Marcus Wanigasekara
Rev. Fr. Gerard Jayawardana
Rev. Fr. Michael Costa
Rev. Fr. Linus Mcleod
Rev. Fr. Lakshan Malina Perera
Rev. Fr. Joy Mariaratnam CMF
Rev. Fr. Alex Janaka Fernando
Rev. Fr. Felix Mallawarachchi SDB

Ordination Anniversary
25th of May

-

Rev. Fr. Lesley Anthony

Birthdays - Rev. Sisters and Brothers
01st of May
03rd of May
06th of May
07th of May
08th of May
13th of May
24th of May
25th of May
29th of May
25th of May

-Rev. Sr. Jose Aquinas MC (Missionaries of Charity - Wellawa)
- Rev. Sr. Sebastian (Holy Angels Sisters - Mawathagama)
- Rev. Sr. Dayantha MC (Missionaries of Charity - Wellawa)
- Rev. Sr. Rosceli MC (Missionaries of Charity - Wellawa)
- Rev. Sr. Mercia Fernando (Holy Family Sisiters - Nalawalana)
- Rev. Sr. Gabriela (Mary Immaculate - Mawathagama)
- Rev. Sr. Mary Margret (Holy Angels Sisters - Kuliyapitiya)
- Rev. Sr. Dorin Rodrigo (Salvatorian Sisters provincialate - Bamunawela)
- Rev. Sr. Felicita Mary (Providence - Irabadagama)
- Rev. Br. Shanuka Obris (De La Salle Brothers - Kurunegala)

Death Anniversary
25th of May

-

Rev. Fr. Marshal Fernando
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