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1. Lenten Recollection 2021.
Monday 15th March was the day of Recollection for priests and religious serving in the
diocese. It was held at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Malkaduwawa. Rev. Fr. Alvin Peter,
renowned Scripture scholar delivered the day’s reflection in the light of the recent papal
document “Fratelli Tutti” of Pope Francis. The talk was followed by the sacrament of
Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharistic Celebration presided over by His Lordship Most Rev.
Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of Kurunegala.

2. Episcopal Anniversary and the Blessing of the New Building.
His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of Kurunegala celebrated the
18th Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination. On this memorable day, the new building for the
archives was blessed and declared open at the premises of the Bishop’s House, Kurunegala.
Many priests joined the opening and to greet His Lordship on his Anniversary.

3. Foundation to a New Mission House at Karawwewa.
The foundation stone was blessed and laid by His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony
Perera, the Bishop of Kurunegala on 16th February 2021 for a new mission house at
Karawwewa. Rev. Fr. Kapila Manjula Jayasekara, the secretary to the Bishop also joined the
occasion. Rev. Fr. Lesley Anthony, the resident Priest of Karawwewa and the Parish pastoral
council organized the occasion.

4. Annual Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, at Yakadapotha.
Annual Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes at Yakadapotha was celebrated on 07 th March 2021, His
Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of Kuruengala presided over the
festive High Mass and officially declared it as a New Parish. The foundation stone was blessed
and laid by His Lordship for a new mission house. Rev. Fr. Alexi Calistus, the Asst.
Procurator, Rev. Fr. Kapila Manjuala, the secretary to the Bishop also joined the occasion. Rev.
Fr. Jude Perera, the Parish Priest of Yakadapotha and the Parish Pastoral Council had made all
the arrangements for the feast.

2

My dear Fathers, Deacons, Brothers & Sisters,
The Lord has indeed Risen-Alleluia! I wish everyone a VERY HAPPY EASTER,
with abundant blessings of the Risen Lord.
Let us thank the Good Lord that a conducive environment was created to take part
in the Easter Triduum, the Passion, Death and Resurrection of the Lord. Let us
share the message of Peace to everyone whoever meets us.
As we celebrate the Easter this year, it is necessary for the active participation to
commemorate the 2nd Anniversary of the Easter Sunday Attack. As I informed you
on the day of Chrism mass, let us feel with the affected brethren. You are encouraged to have the vigil on Tuesday
20th evening and conduct holy hours. On Wednesday 21st at 8.45, let us observe two minutes silence to remember
the dead, and ringing the bells in all the churches in the diocese including the mission stations at 8.47am. This will
be followed by Holy Mass. Since it is a working-day, yet you may be able to encourage the people to take part in
the Eucharistic celebration. Continue to pray using the printed prayer card and get the faithful to raise their voice
to heaven, so that justice may be achieved soon. I shall communicate with you for further details.
The Sinhala-Tamil new year is a national festival. Its is pregnant with many cultural values. There are many
similarities between the Easter and the New Year rituals.
The Most Rev. Dr. Rayappu Joseph, Bishop Emeritus of Mannar was called to eternal rest. His Lordship was a real
a good shepherd to his people. He raised his prophetic voice at the risk of his life for his people during the civil
war. The diocese of Kurunegala conveys heartfelt sympathies to Bishop Emmanuel Fernando, the present Bishop
of Mannar, the priests, religious, faithful, relations and family members of the late Bishop Rayappu.
With the recommendation of the Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka, the Holy See renewed the services of Fr. Basil
Rohan Fernando, the priest of our presbyterium as the National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies for the
next five years. While congratulating him, we pray that his missionary activities bear fruit.
I thank the diocesan, Claretian and Jesuit fathers who are in the diocese for the participation at the Chrism mass
2021. I also thank Fr. Alex Janaka, the diocesan liturgical director, his assistants, Fr. Niroshan Jayakody, the parish
priest of Malkaduwawa and all those who were involved in one way or the other to make the day meaningful and
happy.
The plenary session of the Bishops’ Conference will be held from 27-29 April at the National Seminary, Ampitiya.
Kindly pray for the success of the meeting.
You are kindly reminded to be on time for the Priestly Ordination on Saturday 24th April 2021 at St. Anne’s
Cathedral at 9.30am.
You may hand over Lenten collection to Janasetha directly. Thank you for your cooperation.

Let us be strengthened by the grace of the Risen Lord, to continue our missionary activities with more
commitment, while observing the health guidelines for safety of everyone.
Thank you & God bless you!

+ Harold Anthony Perera
Catholic Bishop of Kurunegala
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Death and Defeat will not have the Last Word, not for Jesus, nor for
the Global Health Crisis before Us.
The Empty Tomb : A Sign of Hope and Victory
as Seen through the Eyes of Mary Magdalene
Mary Magdalene grieves at the tomb of Jesus. She does not see the Body of her Lord and Master. She becomes utterly confused and desperate (cf. John 20:11-18).
We feel with Mary in her sorrow and distress especially in this Easter. With limitations on
funerals and burials and physical distancing against the backdrop of COVID-19, some are unable to
participate in sacred ceremonies that accompany the passage of dear and near ones. “God, where are
You in our tears and despair”? - This has become the question that keeps on haunting in our minds.
In the time of this global pandemic, we hardly can forget the front line workers, those who
have to work in an essential service; the people who allow the rest of us go about our lives. Jesus the
Carpenter, Jesus the Healer, Jesus the Food-Sharer would have been an essential worker had He lived
today. As such, He would have been placed at a level of high risk of becoming infected.
Mary is well aware of the vulnerability of Jesus. Being treated as a criminal, she saw Him in
His greatest humiliation and still was there when others, including the Apostles, could not bear the agony of this Suffering Servant.
She is present at Jesus’ ultimate humiliation. Humiliation occurs today for people whose lives are treated as having little value.
We are reminded that the dominant economic paradigm today treats people as commodities, undermining human dignity and integrity of
life. Some are even considered less than human, or perhaps, ‘non-human’! We are familiar with and perhaps are part of groups that have
had to try to survive on the periphery of life, at the margins … almost forgotten and forsaken! These populations bear an additional layer of
vulnerability in the context of COVID-19 both in terms of health, as well as, wealth.
Mary sees the same vulnerability in the Jesus Whose Body she longs to see in the empty tomb. For Mary, His death is real and the
empty tomb raises for her all manner of uncertainty and doubt. She stands in the gap of tragedy, faces – the in-between-ness, the
borderlines – of human experience.
True love leads Mary to peer deeply in. Perhaps it is her daring to enter into Jesus’ suffering and death, which unveils the angel of hope
who says this tragedy, this human calamity, too will be turned around. Death and defeat will not have the last word, not for Jesus, nor
for the global health crisis before us.
“Woman, … whom are you looking for?” (John 20:15) – Now Mary, in the depths of her being, seeks a different kind of life, a
transformed existence, a confirmation that God-is-still-with-us and accompanies us without boundary or exclusion. She thinks the voice
she hears is that of the gardener.
But to her surprise, she hears her name called out. It is a personal encounter. Jesus the Rabbi is recognized, known as fully
human and fully alive in a glorified manner. She is now transfigured and transformed by His gaze and grace. The encounter is
brief, yet everything changes…!
Though she wishes to come close, they cannot. Their embrace needs to be socially distant. Yet, it is a spiritual encounter. It is the
first fruit of the Resurrection, a New Beginning. Hope is unwrapped and it is extending beyond human limits. Mary goes forth to share that
sacred story…
Resurrection is, in the words of Richard Rohr, the power to “live and fully accept our reality.” We now have the capacity and
audacity to “bear the mystery of God’s suffering and joy inside ourselves.” We are led out of our self-limiting and self-absorption
toward one another into a mutually-transforming fresh relationship.
The key to this change is that we need to put heart back into the society in this EASTER SEASON OF COVID-19 and beyond.
All forms of celebration point toward Jesus raised up, Whose gaze and grace brighten our humble feast of wholesome life with a
fresh start : “Awake, O Sleeper, arise from death. Abandon the shadows of the night. The wind of the Spirit will be your breath and
Christ will fill you with light (and new life).” (Marty Haugen)
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mpty tomb creates unprecedented history,
s it stands as the greatest of every mystery!
ing to the Lord all you creatures of the earth,
o Him Who died and rose to give us new birth!
ndless ‘Alleluia’ is our song of joy and praise,
aising our voices to the Risen Lord, the Source of All Grace!
Rev. Fr. Eymard Fernando
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Priestly Ordination 24th April 2021
9.30 a.m. at St. Anne’s Cathedral

Second anniversary of Easter Attack
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Vocation Sunday

SCCs Training Programme
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Anecdotes & Scripture Notes for all Occasions
REACHING HEAVEN

- Heaven – resurrection

The catechist asked the children in her class “If I sold my house and car, had a big garage sale,
and gave my money all to the church, if I took care of my sick neighbor every day, would I be
with God in heaven?” “No”, the children answered. “If I lived a life of love, and prayed often,
would I go to heaven?” Again, the answer was “No.” “Well”, she continued, “then how can I
go to heaven?” In the back of the room, a six-year boy shouted. “You gotta be dead!”
REFLECTION
The most obvious step in reaching a goal is the one we often take for granted. To drive our
cars. for example, we need gasoline. If we are to go for a swim in a pool, we take it for
granted that the pool is filled with water. When we live good, holy and Christ-like lives, we
believe that God, who loves us and desires our intimate union, will raise us up after we take
our last breath. (2 Timothy 4:8)

News....
5. Chrism Mass 2021.
Chrism Mass for the Year 2021 was held on 29th March at Our Lady of Fatima Church,
Malkaduwawa. His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, Bishop of Kurunegala presided over the celebration. Fathers concelebrated the Eucharist while a limited number of religious
and lay faithful participated. Rev. Fr. Alex Janaka Fernando, the Diocesan Director for Liturgy and
his team had organized the event meaningfully. Rev. Fr. Niroshan Jayakody, the Parish Priest of
Malkaduwawa, and the Parish Pastoral Council facilitated the day immensely.

6. Easter Triduum Services at Kurunegala.
Easter Triduum Services on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil were
presided over by His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of
Kurunegala at the Cathedral of St. Anne, Kurunegala. Rev. Fr. Placidus De Silva,
the Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Himishka Roshan, the Assistant Parish Priest and the
Parish Pastoral Council of Kurunegala organized the services meaningfully.
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Rev. Deacon. M.A. Ruchira Nuwan
Birth 09.05.1988
Parents Mr. M.A.N. Meththasinghe (late) / Mrs. Wasantha Rathanyake
Primary Education – Roman Catholic School – Dunakadeniya
St. Joseph’S College – Kuliyapitiya / St. Aloysius College – Galle
Priestly Formation – St. Francis Xavier’s Seminary – Kalegana (2005 – 2009) / Daham Sevana – Kalutara (2009 – 2010)
The National Seminary – Ampitiya (2010-2019)
Diaconate
– 10th October 2020 / Served as a deacon – Kuliyapitiya / Mawathagama.
First Mass – 25th April 2021 / St. Anthony’s Shrine - Dunakadeniya at 4.00 p.m.

Rev. Deacon. Damith Sri Lal Madushanka
Birth 25.12.1988
Parents Mr. H.A. Rathansinghe / Mrs. Devika Illangakoon
Primary Education – Sri Sangabodi College – Kumbukgahamulla.
Priestly Formation – St. Eymard Minor Seminary – Haputale / St. Joseph Vaz Seminary – Millawa (2010)
Daham Sevana – Kalutara (2012) / The National Seminary – Ampitiya (2013-2019)
Diaconate
– 10th October 2020. –
Served as a deacon – Kadawalagedara / Nalawalana.
First Mass – 25th April 2021 / St. Sebastian’s Church – Nabiriththankdawara at 8.00 a.m.

Rev. Deacon. Nalinda Lanka Sri Jayamal
Birth 14.08.1991
Parents – Mr. M.J. Jayarathne / Mrs. J.M. Rita Malani
Primary Education – Sri Saranankara National School – Bingiriya
– St. Anne’s College – Kurunengala
Priestly Formation – St. Joseph Vaz Seminary – Millawa (2008 – 2014) / Daham Sevana – Kalutara (2014 / 2015)
The National Seminary – Ampitiya (2015-2020)
Deaconate
– 10th October 2020 / Served as a deacon – Galgamuwa / Dunakadeniya.
First Mass – 25th April 2021 / Our Lady of Good Health Church – Karawwewa at 8.00 a.m.

Rev. Deacon. Chamika Pushpamal Fernando
Birth 16.11.1991
Parents Mr. W. Ajith Pushpa Fernando / Mrs. A.V.D. Malani
Primary Education – St. Joseph Vaz - Wennappuwa
– St. Anne’s College – Kurunegala
Priestly Formation – St. Joseph Vaz Seminary – Kurunegala (2008 - 2014) / Daham Sevana Kalutara (2014 - 2015)
The National Seminary – Ampitiya (2015-2020)
Diaconate
– 10th October 2020. –
Served as a deacon – Nalawalana / Galgamuwa
First Mass – 25th April 2021 / St. Anne’s Church – Boralessa at 4.30 p.m.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES IN THE
MONTH OF APRIL
Birthdays - Rev. Fathers
07th of April
12th of April
20th of April
21st of April
29th of April
30th of April

-

Rev. Fr. Austin Marcus Fernando
Rev. Fr. Alexi Calistus
Rev. Fr. Jude Madusanka
Rev. Fr. Lesley Anthony
Rev. Fr. Navin Lakshan
Rev. Fr. Quentin Perera

Ordination Anniversary
18th of April

-

Rev. Fr. Patrick Jayakody

Birthdays - Rev. Sisters
18th of April
21st of April
21st of April
24th of April
30th of April

-

Rev. Sr. Mary Subani (Apostolic Carmel Sisters - Polgahawela)
Rev. Sr. Georgiana (Salvatorian Sisters Provincialate - Bamunawala)
Rev. Sr. Chrisata Fernanod (Holyfamily Sisters - Nikaweratiya)
Rev. Sr. Janner Thamil (Sisters of Providence - Irabadagama)
Rev. Sr. Shiroma (Salvatorian Sisters Provincialate - Bamunawala)
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