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th40  Priestly Anniversary of His Lordship 
His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera - Bishop of Kurunegala 

th th
celebrated the 40  Anniversary of Priesthood on 6  July 2020 at Pope Francis 
Integral Human Formation Centre - Dikkele. Very Rev. Fr. Piyal Janaka Fernando,  
Vicar General, Very Rev. Fr. Nihal Obris, Episcopal Vicar, Acting Dean of 
Kuliyapitiya Deanery and the fathers concelebrated the Anniversary Mass with 
His Lordship. Foundation stone far a new chapel was laid and the two new statues 

th
were blessed by His Lordship to mark the 40  Anniversary of Priesthood.

Tree Planting Campaign 

A special tree planting campaign was commenced at Maha - Galgamuwa under 
ththe direction of National SEDEC office on 4  July 2020. Their Lordships Most Rev. 

Dr. Harold Anthony Perera – Bishop of Kurunegala, Most Rev. Dr. Justin Bernard - 
Bishop of Jaffna, the Chairman of SEDEC and Most Rev. Dr. Maxwell Silva, the 
Auxilliary Bishop of Colombo, the Vice. Chairman of SEDEC graced the occasion. 
Very Rev. Fr. Piyal Janaka Fernando - Vicar General and the Diocesan Director of 
Janasetha SEDEC, Rev. Fr. Thusitha Priyanga - Asst. Director of Janasetha and 
their staff organized the event. A special thanks to Rev. Fr. Alex Janaka - the 
Administrator of the National Shrine of St. Joseph Vaz at Maha Galgamuwa for his 
great support for the event.

Annual Feast at Morotta - 2020 

th
Annual Feast of Our Lady of Holy Rosary at Morotta was held on 12  July 2020. His 
Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera , Bishop of Kurunegala presided over 
the Festive High Mass. Very Rev. Fr. Piyal Janaka Fernando – Vicar General officiated 
the vespers on Saturday. With the support of the community at Morotta and  
Dominican Sisters at Malsiripura, Rev. Fr. Milroy Francis - the Administrator of Morotta 
had organized the feast meaningfully. 

Catholicism – A/L Seminar

A Special seminar for those who sit for the A/L Roman Catholic Christianity  was held 
from 26 to 28 June at the Catechetical Centre, Bulupitiya. 60 Students participated in 
the seminar which was conducted by Rev. Fr. Damian Fernando – Diocesan director of 
Catechetics and Education in the Diocese of Anuradhapura. Rev. Fr. Tharanga 
Dilekshika – Diocesan Director of Catechetics, Education and his team organized the 

Presbyteral Meeting – July  
thThe Presbyteral meeting and the monthly recollection were held on 13  July at the 

Bishop's House – Kurunegala. Rev. Fr. Upul Silva, Parish Priest of Wellawa delivered the 
reflection for the day during the Benediction. His reflection was based on Papal 
documents, Scripture and his own pastoral experiences. After the Benediction, the 
presbyterium  gathered in the conference hall.  

Two Day Workshop for Diocesan Youth Committee Members……

Two day  workshop for Leadership and Spiritual nourishment for the youth in the Diocesan 
thCommittee was held on 10  July 2020 in the Pope Francis Integral Human Formation 

Centre - Dikkele.  Representing the parishes of the diocese there were 60 youth. This was 
organized by Rev. Fr. Dimuthu Fonseka, the Youth Director of the Diocese. Rev. Fr. Lalith 
Thushara, Diocesan Director of Kandy was the main facilitator of this event.
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My dear Fathers, Sisters, Brothers,

We are in the month of August. Still the pandemic continues. With certain restrictions, 
the government is trying to bring the country back to normalcy. The government has 
decided to open even the nursery schools. Yet, the health threat is still there, as well as the 
security. You are advised to take all precautionary measures to avoid both the threats. 
With regard to Daham Pasal re-opening Fr. Tharanga Dilexshika, the diocesan Director 
will communicate to you.

The month of August is important to all the diocesan priests of Kurunegala because of the annual retreat. It was decided at 
our meetings to have one retreat this year to mark the Year of Evangelization “Baptized, Anointed and Sent”. All the details 
have been sent to you. The annual retreat is very important in the life of a priest. Retreat is a time that the priests set apart all 
their work and spend time exclusively with the Lord in order to converse with Him, and to re-commit for another 
successful year in the pastoral ministry. No one is indispensable. Therefore, all the five priests and the four acolyte 
Brothers are at the service of the whole diocese. Fr. Kapila Manjula Jayasekara, the Secretary to the Bishop will 
coordinate.
The solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into Heaven will be on 15th August. We shall celebrate it at Thalawila together. 
Kindly make arrangements to have a mass in the evening in your parishes for the faithful. Mary, the Mother of Jesus who 
assumed into heaven both body and souls is model for all Christians.
The much-awaited General Elections will be held on 05th August. The Church does not get involved in party politics, 
though some of the pictures of priests including mine had been in the printed media. The media units of the politicians have 
made use of the photographs that had been taken during certain religious functions. Then there was also a fake priest who 
pretends to be a Catholic priest. He was promoting some political figures, while having our cathedral in the background. 
We took necessary measures to inform the public about this unethical behaviour. We must not be panic in such situations. 
Let us pray for a peaceful election and government that would seriously take into consideration for the welfare of the 
country. Encourage the faithful to vote for a suitable candidate of their choice.
With the guide lines given by the Department of Health, we have resumed our pastoral events.  We had several feasts 
including Moroththa shrine, and Kurunegala Cathedral. In the same manner, we hope to have the feast at Kattimahana on 
29th and 30th August. It will be the 125th Jubilee. Rev. Fr. Sydney Liyanage with his assistant, Fr. Gayan Herath, the 
arrangements are made in keeping with the directives of the help of the government authorities. He shall communicate to 
you the details of the feast.
The diocese of Kurunegala congratulates the new Auxiliary Bishop-elect of Colombo Rt. Rev. Msgr. Anton Ranjith. The 
Episcopal ordination of the Bishop-elect will be on Saturday 29 August 2020 at St. Lucia's Cathedral, Kotahena at 9.00am. 
May the Good Lord bless him as he is gifted with the fulness of the priesthood.
The Diocesan Pastoral Council will be on Saturday 01 August at Kuliyapitiya. Kindly send your representatives. There 
will also be a diocesan youth seminar at Dikkele on the same Day. Our youth intend to organize a Jak Tree planting 
campaign. This was informed at the last Senate meeting. You are invited to cooperate with our young people, who have 
come forward to campaign for the future of our nation and to feed the people. For further details, contact Fr. Dimuthu 
Fonseka, the diocesan youth director. 
Although the general transfers took place in January, yet a few were suspended for few months due to certain Jubilees. One 
such place was Kurunegala. Now that the celebrations concluded, Fr. Placidus de Silva will move on to Kurunegala, while 
Fr. Christie Leonard and Fr. Anil Marcus to Kadawelagedara and Thalgahapitya respectively. I appreciate three of them for 
their obedience, and patiently waiting for the conclusion of the 200th Jubilee of St. Anne's Cathedral.
The plenary session of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Sri Lanka will be held from 18-20 August at the National 
Seminary. Your prayers are solicited for a successful meeting.
The next presbyteral meeting will be on Monday 14th September at Bishop's House, Kurunegala. Kindly be on time for 
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Thank you & may God bless you!

Rt.Rev.Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, Catholic Bishop of Kurunegala
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St. Alphonsus de Liguori is one among the saints who writes that Mary died for sheer longing and love of the Savior. 
Below is a quotation from his seventh discourse, "The Assumption of Mary":
"And now death came; not indeed clothed in mourning and grief, as it does to others, but adorned with light and gladness. 
But what do we say? Why speak of death? Let us rather say that divine love came, and cut the thread of that noble life. And 
as a light, before going out, gives a last and brighter flash than ever, so did this beautiful creature, on hearing her Son's 
invitation to follow him, wrapped in the flames of love, and in the midst of her loving sighs, give a last sigh of still more 
ardent love, and breathing forth her soul, expired. Thus was that great soul, that beautiful dove of the Lord, loosened from 
the bands of this life; thus did she enter into the glory of the blessed, where she is now seated, and will be seated, Queen of 
Paradise, for all eternity." Glories, p. 420
Let us now consider how our Savior went forth from heaven to meet his Mother. On first meeting her, and to console her, 
he said: Arise, make haste, my love, my dove, my beautiful one, and come, for winter is now past and gone. (Liguori uses 
the imagery from the Song of Songs 2:10) Come, my own dear Mother, my pure and beautiful dove; leave that valley of 
tears, in which, for my love, you have suffered so much. Come from Lebanon, my spouse, come from Lebanon, come: 
You shall be crowned. (Songs of Songs 4:8) Come in, soul and body, to enjoy the reward of your holy life. If your 
sufferings have been great on earth, far greater is the glory which I have prepared for you in heaven. Enter, then, that 
kingdom, and take your seat near me; come to receive that crown which I will bestow on you as Queen of the universe. 
Glories, p. 427
The humble and holy Virgin, then kneeling, adored the divine Majesty, and all absorbed in the consciousness of her own 
nothingness, thanked him for all the graces bestowed upon her by his pure goodness, and especially for having made her 
the Mother of the Eternal Word. And then let him who can, comprehend with what love the Most Holy Trinity blessed her. 
Let him comprehend the welcome given to his daughter by the Eternal Father, to his Mother by the Son, to his spouse by 
the Holy Spirit. The Father crowned her by imparting his power to her; the Son, his wisdom; the Holy Spirit, his love.
Liguori continues by asking us to rejoice with Mary because God exalted her in such a way. But the saint also invites us to 
rejoice on our own account, "for though our Mother is no longer present with us on earth ... yet in affection she us always 
with us." (Glories, p. 436)
Where is Mary? Where or What is this heaven to which she has been assumed? The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
defines heaven as:
This perfect life with the Most Holy Trinity -- this communion of life and love with the Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the 
angels and all the blessed -- is called "heaven." Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, 
the state of supreme, definitive happiness. CCC 1024
In Marialis Cultus, Pope Paul VI tells us why Mary, for our sake, was taken to heaven:
Mary, the New Woman, stands at the side of Christ, the New Man, within whose mystery the mystery of man (GS 22) 
alone finds true light; she is given to us as a pledge and guarantee that God's plan in Christ for the salvation of the whole 
man has already achieved realization in a creature: in her. Contemplated in the episodes of the Gospels and in the reality 
which she already possesses in the City of God, the Blessed Virgin Mary offers a calm vision and a reassuring word to 
modern man, torn as he often is between anguish and hope, defeated by the sense of his own limitations and assailed by 
limitless aspirations, troubled in his mind and divided in his heart, uncertain before the riddle of death, oppressed by 
loneliness while yearning for fellowship, a prey to boredom and disgust. She shows forth the victory of hope over 
anguish, of fellowship over solitude, of peace over anxiety, of joy and beauty over boredom and disgust, of eternal visions 
over earthly ones, of life over death. MC 57

https://udayton.edu/

Assumption of Mary a Catholic Reflection
thSolemnity of the Assumption of Mary 15  August
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Saint John Mary Vianney

Jean-Baptiste-Mary Vianney, known as John in English, was born May 8, 1786 in Dardilly, France and was baptized the 
same day. He was the fourth of six children born to Matthieu and Marie Vianney. John was raised in a Catholic home and 
the family often helped the poor and housed St. Benedict Joseph Labre when he made his pilgrimage to Rome.
In 1790, when the anticlerical Terror phase of the French Revolution forced priests to work in secrecy or face execution, 
young Vianney believed the priests were heroes. He continued to believe in the bravery of priests and received his First 
Communion catechism instructions in private by two nuns who lost their convents to the Revolution. At 13-years-old, 
John made his first communion and prepared for his confirmation in secrecy. When he was 20-years-old, John was 
allowed to leave the family farm to learn at a "prsbytery-school" in Écully. There he learned math, history, geography and 
Latin. As his education had been disrupted by the French Revolution, he struggled in his studies, particularly with Latin, 
but worked hard to learn. In 1802, the Catholic Church was reestablished in France and religious freedom and peace 
spread throughout the country.
Unfortunately, in 1809, John was drafted into Napoleon Bonaparte's armies. He had been studying as an ecclesiastical 
student, which was a protected title and would normally have excepted him from military services, but Napoleon had 
withdrawn the exemption in some dioceses as he required more soldiers. Two days into his service, John fell ill and 
required hospitalization. As his troop continued, he stopped in at a church where he prayed. There he met a young man 
who volunteered to return him to his group, but instead led him deep into the mountains where military deserters met. John 
lived with them for one year and two months. He used the name Jerome Vincent and opened a school for the nearby village 
of Les Noes' children.
John remained in Les Noes and hid when gendarmes came in search of deserters until 1810, when deserters were granted 
amnesty. Now free, John returned to Écully and resumed his ecclesiastic studies. He attended a minor seminary, Abbe 
Balley, in 1812 and was eventually ordained a deacon in June 1815.He joined his heroes as a priest August 12, 1815 in the 
Couvent des Minimes de Grenoble. His first Mass was celebrated the next day and he was appointed assistant to Balley in 
Écully. Three years later, when Balley passed away, Fr. John Vianney was appointed parish priest of the Ars parish. With 
help from Catherine Lassagne and Benedicta Lerdet, La Providence, a home for girls, was established in Ars. When he 
began his priestly duties, Fr. Vianney realized many were either ignorant or indifferent to religion as a result of the French 
Revolution. Many danced and drank on Sundays or worked in their fields. Fr. Vianney spent much time in confession and 
often delivered homilies against blasphemy and dancing. Finally, if parishioners did not give up dancing, he refused them 
absolution. He spent 11 to twelve hours each day working to reconcile people with God. In the summer months, he often 
worked 16-hour days and refused to retire. His fame spread until people began to travel to him in 1827. Within thirty years, 
it is said he received up to 20,000 pilgrims each year.
He was deeply devoted to St. Philomena and erected a chapel and shrine in her honor. When he later became deathly ill but 
miraculously recovered, he attributed his health to St. Philomena's intercession. By 1853, Fr. Vianney had attempted to 
run away from Ars four times, each attempt with the intention of becoming a monk but decided after the final time that it 
was not to be. Six years later, he passed away and left behind a legacy of faith and was viewed as the champion of the poor.
On October 3, 1873, Pope Pius IX proclaimed Fr. Vianney as "venerable" and on January 8, 1905, Pope Pius X beatified 
him. St. John Vianney was canonized on May 31, 1925. His feast day was declared August 9 but it was changed twice 
before it fell to August 4.

https://www.catholic.org/ 

thFeast – 4  August 
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Church Feasts in August - 2020

Bulletin Announcements  
rd03  of August SCC Leaders Training

th 08 of August Altar Servers Training

10 - 14 of August Annual Retreat for all Diocesan Priests

nd22  of August Head Catechists Meeting

nd22  of August SCC Diocesan Convention

th29  of August Vespers St.Anne's Shrine – Kattimahana

th30  of August Feast of St.Anne's Shrine – Kattimahana

Kuliyapitiya Deanery  
 

Parish  Church  Saint Date 
Walpitagama  Navasigahawatte  St.John Mary Vianney  02.08.2020 
Thalahapi tiya Karawwewa  Immaculate Heart of Mary  09.08.2020  
Nalawalana  Gonawila  Our Lady of Perpetual Help  09.08.2020  
Kuliyapi tiya Yakwila  Immaculate Heart of Mary  16.08.2020  
Irabadagama  Hettirippuwa  St.Roche  16.08.2020 
Hiripokuna Hiripokuna  St.Helen  16.08.2020  
Kattimahana  Kattimahana  St.Anne’s Shrine 30.08.2020  

Kurunegala Deanery  
 

Parish  Church  Saint Date 
Melsiripura  Melsiripura  Sacred Heart  02.08.2020  
Bakmeegolla  Bakmeegolla  Our Lady of  Perpetual Help  16.08.2020  
Maho Uduweriya  Queen of the Universe  16.08.2020  
Millawa Raddegoda  St.Anne 23.08.2020  
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th40  Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 

His Lordship Most Rev. Dr.Harold Anthony 
Perera

Rev. Fr. Michael Costa

Anecdotes and Scripture Notes for All Occasions

REFLECTION
Bishop Sheen was a great preacher because he realized what was at the heart of the human struggle. He 
understood that Jesus had the power to touch hearts. On the day of his ordination, Father Sheen resolved to spend 
one hour in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament everyday of his life, and this he did faithfully. This spiritual 
nourishment served as the very root of his prayer life and vocation and was the foundation of his successful 
ministry of preaching and television evangelizing.

th200  Anniversary celebration of St.Anne's 
Cathedral Kurunegala 2020.07.25/26

ACT OF CHARITY
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen was once invited to address an interfaith audience in Baltimore. As he 
approached the podium, he was greeted by applause. He raised his hand for silence and ten said,” 
When you applaud me at the start, that's faith; midway through, that's hope. But, ah, my dear 
friends, if you applaud me at the end, that will be charity.



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST

Congratulations 
 &
Best Wishes

Birthdays – Rev. Fathers

th11  of August – Rev.Fr. Upul Silva
th

18  of August – Rev.Fr. A.D. Ancelot
st

31  of August – Rev.Fr. Susantha Bernard

st
01  of August – Rev.Fr. Aus�n Marcus Fernando

st01  of August – Rev.Fr. Gerald Fernando
st

01  of August – Very Rev.Fr. Nihal Obris
st01  of August – Rev.Fr. Sudath Tissera
nd

02  of August – Very Rev.Fr. Rufus Thalis
nd02  of August – Rev.Fr. Gerard Jayawardena
nd

02  of August – Rev.Fr. Basil Rohan Fernando
th05  of August – Rev.Fr. Terrence Kannangara
th

10  of August – Rev.Fr. Jerome Perera
th10  of August – Rev.Fr. Anil Marcus
th

24  of August – Rev.Fr. Ananda Weerakoon

Ordina�on Anniversaries

Birthdays of Religious
th15  of August – Rev.Sr. Tarcilda (Missonaries of Charity  Wellawa)
th

20  of August – Rev.Sr. Priyadarshani (Dominicans  Melsiripura)
th25  of August – Rev.Sr. Theresa Ponweera (Perpetual Help  Kadawalagedara)
th

30  of August – Rev.Sr. Rosita Jesintha (Mary Immaculate  Katupotha)
th30  of August – Rev.Sr. Jacqualline Wijekulasuriya (Providence  Bamunawala)

Feast Days Of Religious
th

14  of August – Rev.Fr. Reginald Fernando (Don Bosco  Me�yagane)
rd23  of August – Rev.Sr. Rose Malar (Apostolic Carmel  Polgahawela)

Death Anniversary
th

07  of August (1990) – Rev.Fr. Antony Tissera
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